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GENOA TOWNSHIP 

PERSONAL SAFETY 

Knowing how to protect yourself- and joining with your neighbors to make your streets safer places to be - can reduce the 
opportunity for muggers, purse snatchers, and other street criminals to strike. 

3 BASIC RULES 

DO stay alert. keep your mind on your surroundings, who's in front of you and who's behind you. Don't get distracted. If 
your worried about crime, ask a friend to accompany you when you go out. 

DO communicate the message that you're calm, confident, and know where you're going. Stand tall, walk purposefully, and 
make quick eye contact with the people around you. 

DO trust your instincts. If you feel uncomfortable in a place or situation, leave. 

WHEN WALKING 

(1) Plan the safest route to your destination and use it. Choose well-lighted busy streets and avoid passing vacant lots, 
alleys, or construction sites. Take the long way if it's the safest. 

(2) Carry your purse close to your body and keep a firm grip on it. Carri a wallet in an inside coat or side trouser pocket, 
not in a rear trouser pocket. 

(3) Don't flaunt expensivejcvlry or clothing. 

(4) Walk facing traffic so you can see approaching cars. 

(5) Don't overburden yoursellwith packages and groceries that make it hard to react. 

(6) Bring "emergency" change for cab fare, bus fare, or a telephone call. 

(7) Have your car or house key in hand as you approach your vehicle or home. 

(8) If you suspect you're being followed by someone on foot, cross the street and head for the nearest well-lighted, populated 
area. Walk quickly or run to a house or store to call police. If you are really scared, scream for help. 

(9) Never hitchhike. 

(10) Walk with a friend if possible. 	 - 

INTRECAR 

(1) Keep your car in good running condition to avoid breakdowns. 

(2) Plan your route in advance, particularly on long or unfamiliar trips. Have enough gas and money to get there and back. 

(3) Drive with all car doors locked. Keep windows rolled up whenever possible. 
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POLICE 

(4) Never pick up hitchhikers. 

(5) If you see another motorist in trouble, signal that you will get help and then go to a telephone and call police. 

(6) If your car breaks down, raise the hood, use flares, or tie a white cloth to the door handle. Stay in the locked car. When 
someone stops, ask them to phone for help. 

(7) Park in well-lighted areas that will still be well-lighted when you return. Lock your car doors. 

(8) Be particularly alert and careful when using underground and enclosed parking garages. 

(9) If you are being followed while driving, drive to the nearest police or fire station, open gas station or other business, or 
well-lighted residence where you can safely call police. Try to get the car's license number and description. If no safe areas 
are near, honk the horn repeatedly and turn on your emergency flashers. 

(10) Pay attention to your surroundings. 

(11) Always keep valuables out of view when traveling. 

WHAT IF IT HAPPENS TO YOU 	 I 

(1) Remain calm, try not to panic or show any signs of anger or confusion 

(2) If the attacker is only after your purse or other valuables, don't resist. You don't want to escalate a property crime into a 
violent confrontation. 

(3) Make a conscience effort to get an accurate description of your attacker: age, race, complexion, body build, height, type 
and color of clothing. 

(4) Call the police immediately, identifying yourself and location. Contact your local victim assistance agency to help you 
deal with the trauma that all crime victims experience. They can also help you learn about victim compensation laws and 
how to follow your cases' progress. 
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